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All praise is for Allah 8% the Glorified and the Exalted, and may He #% shower
His choicest peace and blessings in perpetuity on His most beloved of all
creations, Sayyidina wa Nabiyyina wa Habibina wa Mawlana Muhammad ibn
'Abdillah, Nurin min Nurillah, Sallallahu 'alayhi wa 'alaa aalihi wa sahbihi wa Sallim,
the pious and righteous persons and all those who follow them in righteousness
till the Day of Judgment. Aamin.

With knowledge, one will be able to differentiate between truth and falsehood,

right and wrong. Allah 4 says in this regard, "and those who have been given

knowledge see that what is revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and it
guides to the path of the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy."

The first word of the Quran revealed was: Read (‘Iqra’)

Education, study and research are all held in high esteem in Islam. If anyone
travels on a road in search of knowledge, Allah #= will cause him to travel on one
of the roads of Paradise. The angels will lower their wings in their great pleasure
with one who seeks knowledge, the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth and

the fish in the deep waters will ask forgiveness for the learned man.



When people were in the state of ignorance and immortality, worshipping idols
and eating the flesh of dead animals, committing all sorts of abomination and
shameful deeds, Allah #% sent His Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu 'alayhi wa ‘aalihi
wa Sallim , one of their own people whose lineage, truthfulness, trustworthiness
and integrity were well known to them. Sallallahu 'alayhi wa ‘aalihi wa Sallim, called
them to worship Allah 3% alone and to renounce the stones and the idols which
they and their ancestors used to worship beside Allah #%. He &. taught them
to speak the truth, to honor their promises, to be kind to their neighbors, to
cease all forbidden acts, to abstain from bloodshed, to avoid obscenities and false
wittiness for which He & was persecuted as no one has ever been
persecuted before or after.

It was indeed one of the greatest miracles of our beloved Prophet Muhammad
Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa ‘aalih wa Sallim, that He 4= changed people's hearts and won
over people to the True Faith to such an extent that those who were His s
bitterest enemies became His &&: greatest friends, adopted His & faith and His
4 life-style ([ Sunnah ) and they were prepared to lay down their lives at
His &: command.
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Be a scholar, learner, listener, or lover, and don't be the fifth which makes you
perish . ([ At-Tabarani )

This means that whoever abandons any of the first four praiseworthy categories
necessarily enters a fifth and is thus ruined. He is neither a scholar, a student, a
Listener, nor one who loves scholars. He is therefore ruined. Whoever hates
scholars, he loves their ruin. One who loves their ruin, loves for the light of
Allah 85 to be extinguished on earth and for sin and corruption to appear.
This is consistent with what the righteous Salaf have said,
and loving the scholars is an act of worship.

Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every muslim. ... and widely corroborated.
Allah #% elevates in degrees those who believe and those possessing knowledge

Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu 'alayhi wa ‘aalihi wa Sallim had said , gaining little
knowledge is better than abundant worship and a scholar is seventy degrees
more virtuous than the devout worshipper and attaining religious knowledge is
more beloved to me than standing the entire night in Prayer and
“Convey (my teachings) to the people even if it were a single sentence...”
[Bukhari].



Based on this Our beloved Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa ‘aalihi wa
Sallim’s companions, their successors and the successors of the successors, the
pious people and the scholars had to make tremendous sacrifices for the sake of
[slam to convey the message of ¢ to the Mankind.

Verily acquiring knowledge of the deen Sufism / Tasawwuf [ a3 ] would
allow us to understand the benefits of our actions and what actions of ours are
pleasing or displeasing to Allah #) and motivate us to increase our good deeds.

Following the footsteps of Our beloved Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
‘aalihi wa Sallim, our Sheikh His Holiness As Seyyid Sheikh Koya Thangal

[ Sheikhul Kaamil ] Thangal Waappa [ 3 =l oy dl (28 ) * Al Qadhiriyyi
War- Rifayiyyi * sacrificed almost His entire life in Sri Lanka in order to carry
out their ancestors wish and guideline. And in anticipation of teaching the Sufism
[ Tasawwuf [ wagai | His Holiness organized Raathib programs weekly and
monthly which are being conducted even to date. AL- Jamiathul Ghawsiyyah, the
Madrasa and the Islamic library which His Holiness organized is a landmark for
Sufism in Sri Lanka .

Gaining knowledge about the religion means we are able to understand a little bit
about the greatness, attributes of Allah #%. May Allah #& bestow upon all of us
His endless blessings to follow the teachings of our Sheikh His Holiness As
Seyyid Sheikh Koya Thangal [ 3=l s s &) (28 ) and to be amongst the scholars,
learners, listeners and lovers of knowledge and purify our hearts with Love for
Allah 8% alone and to live our lives according to the soaring manners taught to
us by our Holiness . Aamin.

By As Seyyid Hassan PooKoya Thangal
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